
CMGRA Annual General Meeting
7:00 pm, Thursday, April 28, 2016
St. Mildred’s-Lightbourn School

1080 Linbrook Rd.

Present: Dani Morawetz, Moira Matsubuchi-Shaw, Alex Murphy, Kim Nenniger, Nancy
Robertson, Rick Snidal
Regrets: Tim Danter, Jeff Percival

Guests: Mayor Rob Burton, Regional Councillor Dave Gittings, Ward 3 Councillor Nick
Hutchins
Guest Speaker: John Canham of Trafalgar-Chartwell Residents Association

Over 80 residents were in attendance.
The meeting was called to order by President Dani Morawetz at 7:00 p.m.

Dani thanked St. Mildred’s for hosting the meeting, and introduced Chris White, St.
Mildred’s Assistant Head of Operations.
Mr. White welcomed the residents. The school considers itself part of the community,
and shares the vision of Oakville as a “unique and sustainable community.” He outlined
the various programs through which SMLS students do community outreach.

Dani thanked the volunteers, particularly Nora Fulcher, and OTHS student Jeffrey
Smith, who delivered the spring newsletter to almost 1800 residents in the CMGRA
area.

Comments from the President, Dani Morawetz

Although 2016 was a relatively quiet year, CMGRA was active on municipal issues:

• at Committee of Adjustment when needed;
• at the monthly Mayor’s Community Leaders’ Round Table;
• in regular meetings with our neighbouring residents associations (Joshua Creek,

Trafalgar-Chartwell, and Oakville Lakeside);
• participating in focus groups and community consultations sponsored by the Town;
• with the Gooding Committee to identify the health care requirements; and
• in regular discussions with our Councillors and with residents.

Financial Overview

Dani presented the current financial situation. CMGRA has a bank balance of $6843.00,
and a $5000.00 reserve for legal contingency.

Election of Directors



Introduction of Board of Directors CMGRA:

Dani Morawetz, President
Rick Snidal, Treasurer
Kim Nenniger, Secretary
Moira Matsubuchi-Shaw, Director of Communications
Tim Danter, Director-at-large
Alex Murphy, Director-at-large
Jeffrey Percival, Director-at-large
Nancy Robertson, Director-at-large

The motion to approve the slate of Board of Directors for 2016 was made by Jerry Reid
and seconded by Peter Swalwell.

Issues Update

Hospital lands: Environmental assessments are underway, and demolition is scheduled
for late 2016. Repurposing plans include a recreation and community centre in the area
of the old high school building, possibly with an adjoining “health hub” to meet the
medical needs of our community, with some green space to the east of the building.
Residential development is tentatively planned for the northern section of the property
where the hospital buildings are now located. CMGRA is working with TCRA to ensure
that densities will be compatible with the surrounding community.

Traffic/Mid-Town

Traffic congestion is becoming chronic, exacerbated by construction in the Trafalgar
and Cornwall area. The plan to develop Midtown (the lands from the train tracks to the
QEW, and from Chartwell to 16-Mile Creek) is expected to add 12,000 new residents
and 8,000 jobs over the next 12-14 years. CMGRA is monitoring developments to
insure that the infrastructure is in place before the population increase.

Downtown Oakville

Many factors are contributing to the difficult times faced by downtown Oakville, including
lease costs, parking issues, and competition from online retail, uptown, Burlington, and
outlet malls. The Town is currently executing a 5-year official plan review of downtown,
which to date has been focused on residential and commercial intensification, and
increasing allowable building heights.

Streetscape improvements to the Downtown will begin this year, and Lakeshore Road
will undergo a major reconstruction starting in 2019. The Town is evaluating alternatives
for a Downtown Cultural Hub, including a new performing arts centre, library and art
gallery. Citizens are being asked to provide input on the proposed concepts through a
new online survey. CMGRA will circulate the details by email.



Infill Development/Zoning Issues

Our area is considered to be a “stable residential neighbourhood,” as defined by the
Town’s Official Plan. Zoning bylaws are intended to protect the distinct character of the
area. Developers request variances from these bylaws to maximize the size of the
home they can build, through the Committee of Adjustment process. Recently, Town
staff recommendations to the Committee of Adjustment have been more consistent in
protecting the character of the neighbourhood.

Dani invited those in attendance to write any questions for submission to the councillors
and mayor. She asked that anyone interested in volunteering with the CMGRA board
speak to one of the current board members.

Dani Morawetz introduced guest speaker John Canham.

John Canham summarized the Committee of Adjustment process, and the importance
of the Official Plan (Livable Oakville) and the Design Guidelines in considering
variances. He explained the four tests for determining whether a variance is allowable.
He detailed some possible pitfalls residents opposing a variance can encounter. He
explained the process of appealing to the OMB, and stressed the importance of having
a planner and a lawyer involved at that level. A summary of John’s presentation can be
viewed on CMGRA.org.

Q&A Panel Responding to Questions from Residents:

Mayor Burton and Councillors Gittings and Hutchins responded to written questions
from the residents:

Mayor Burton stated that the Town’s new Director of Planning is doing a better job than
his predecessor in getting the Committee of Adjustment to consider the official plan
when making decisions; in the past the designation of an area as a "neighbourhood in
transition" was used as an excuse to allow one bad decision to set a precedent;
He also pointed out that the Committee is a good thing, because in its absence,
homeowners would have to apply for a zoning change, which would be much more
expensive;
As required by the province, the Official Plan is under review at this time, and
suggestions for amendments from the public are welcome.

Question: When will Cornwall Rd. be finished, and will there be safe crossing places for
visually impaired people?

Councillor Gittings: The timeline uncertain because TransCanada has to decide how to
deal with an obstructing gas line, which might require a re-design. It was supposed to
be completed this construction season, but might now be next year. There will be safe
crossing places.



Question: When will Lakeshore Rd. be re-built? How many lanes? How will delivery
vehicles be accommodated?

Councillor Hutchins: With BIA support, the Town opted to postpone the construction
start until 2019; it will proceed on a block-by-block basis, so will take two years. It will be
four lanes, and there will be designated areas on side streets for delivery vehicles.
Sidewalks will be widened. There will be bike lanes on streets parallel to Lakeshore Rd.

Question: Is there any further information on the hospital lands?

Mayor Burton: The type of housing on the site is yet to be decided. The Mayor thinks
that Council will support housing types similar to those on facing streets.

Question: When will the updated tree bylaw go before Council, and when will the iTree
Report be released?

Mayor Burton responded that the bylaw is expected to go before Council sometime this
year. He was unable to comment on the iTree report.

There was an inquiry about whether the Town will require residents to remove rocks
that residents have placed on Town property to prevent parking in front of their homes.
The response was that this will be done only further to complaints.

There was an inquiry about the possibility of dedicating the hospital lands to green
space rather than housing. The response was that the tax and development revenue
from the housing is needed to fund construction of the community projects.

Dani Morawetz thanked everyone for coming.

Meeting adjourned: 8:30 p.m.


